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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of tlie appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5,8-10,13-16,22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Davis (GB 9927 on form PTO-1449). 

For claim 1 , Davis teaches a stirrup buckle for connecting the ends of a stirrup 
leather 1,5 to secure the stirrup leather on a stinrup bar, the buckle comprising: a frame 
2 attached, in use, to the stirrup leather at one end region thereof; a tongue (the bar that 
pierces through the holes in the stirrup leather) pivotally attached to the frame for 
penetrating the strap at the other end region thereof and thereafter to bear on the frame 
to retain the said other end; and wherein the frame is shaped to form a recess (the 
curved shape as shown in fig. 3) which is capable of at least partially receives the 
stirrup bar if the buckle is push close enough to the stirrup bar when in use. Note that 
the curved or recessed shape of the buckle of Davis will allow the buckle to at least 
partially receives a stirrup bar because structurally, the buckle's shape is capable of 
receiving a stirrup bar, keeping in mind that it also depends on the size of the stirrup 
bar. 

For claim 2, Davis further teaches wherein the frame is curved to define the 
recess. See fig. 3. 
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For claim 3, Davis further teaches wherein the frame defines a concavity when 
viewed transverse to the length of the strap and in the plain of the strap. See fig. 3. 

For claim 4, Davis further teaches wherein the frame is generally rectangular in 
form (see fig. 2), comprising side arms extending generally parallel to the strap, and 
connecting cross bars, at least the side arms being curved to define the recess (see fig. 
3). 

For claim 5, Davis teaches wherein the frame includes a pivot bar, the tongue 
having an eye through which the pivot bar extends to form the pivotal attachment (see 
illustration below), the tongue being sufficiently long to position the pivot bar clear of the 
stirrup bar, during use. Note that it depends on the size of the stirrup bar for the tongue 
to be considered sufficiently long, since Applicant did not specified a distance, so the 
tongue of Davis is sufficiently long for the intended size stirrup bar. 




pivot' bar 



Application/Control Number: 10/553,140 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 3643 

For claim 8, in addition to the already mentioned features taught by Davis in the 
above, Davis further teaches wherein the tongue is sufficiently long that the position of 
the pivotal attachment of the tongue is clear of the stirrup bar, during use. Note that it 
depends on the size of the stirrup bar for the tongue to be considered sufficiently long, 
since Applicant did not specified a distance, so the tongue of Davis is sufficiently long 
for the intended size stirrup bar. 

For claim 9, see claim 1 above for explanation of the recess receiving the stirrup 

bar. 

For claim 10, Davis further teaches wherein the frame includes a pivot bar, the 
tongue having an eye through which the pivot bar extends to form the pivotal 
attachment. See illustration below. 





pivot' bar 



eye . 



For claim 13, see claim 2 above for explanation of Davis' teaching. 



For claim 14, see claim 3 above for explanation of Davis' teaching. 
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For claim 15, see claim 4 above for explanation of Davis' teaching. 

For claim 16, Davis teaches a stirrup leather 1,5 which includes a stinxip buckle 2 
in accordance with claim 8. 

For claim 22, Davis teaches a stirrup leather 1,5 which includes a stirrup buckle 2 
in accordance with claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6,7,11,12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Davis as applied to claims 1,5,8-10 above, and further in view of Sauvage (FR 
1 263033 on form PTO-1449). 

Davis is silent about wherein the pivot bar is formed to define a pivot axis which 
is offset in the direction of the recess, relative to the centre line of the frame, wherein 
the pivot axis is offset sufficiently that substantially no part of the eye can project 
beyond the frame, in the direction away from the recess. 

Sauvage teaches a buckle having a tongue 4 and a pivot bar 3 being formed to 
define a pivot axis which is offset in the direction of a recess (the curve), relative to the 
centre line of a frame 1,2,2', wherein the pivot axis is offset sufficiently that substantially 
no part of the eye can project beyond the frame, in the direction away from the recess. 
See figs. 1-2. Note that the pivot axis of Sauvage is offset sufficiently since Applicant 
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fails to specifically states the offset distance, so any distance, so long as no part of the 
eye projects beyond the frame, is sufficient. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the pivot bar of Davis 
being formed to define a pivot axis which is offset in the direction of a recess, relative to 
the centre line of a frame, wherein the pivot axis is offset sufficiently that substantially 
no part of the eye can project beyond the frame, in the direction away from the recess 
as taught by Sauvage in order to provide a stronger grip on the stirrup leather since the 
tongue is longer due to the offset, thus, provide a longer length to grip the sfirrup leather 
and to prevent the leather from slipping off easily. 

5. Claims 17,23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Davis as applied to claims 1,8 above, and further in view of FaithfuH's (GB 122877 on 
form PTO-1449). 

Although Davis does not specifically state the buckle system is used with a 
saddle arrangement, the saddle having at least one stirrup bar, and the anrangement 
including at least one stirrup leather as defined in claim 16, it is believed that the buckle 
system of Davis has to be employed together with a saddle arrangement. In any event, 
Faithful! teaches a buckle b used together with a saddle arrangement having at least 
one stirrup bar C and at least one stirrup leather A. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the fime the invention was made to employ the buckle 
as explained in claims 16,22 by the teaching of Davis on a saddle arrangement with 
stirrup bar and stirrup leather as taught by Faithful, since such system is notoriously well 
known to be employed together for horse back riding. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6889. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu from 10:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M; Poon can be reached on 571-272-6891. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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